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(57) [Abstract] 

[Object] To collectively edit and process the scenes of arbitrary sizes. 
[Constitution] Motion picture data is managed in a tree structure on a scene 
basis. A sequence of scenes belonging to a layer positioned at one layer 
above a reference layer is displayed in scene display area 70a, a sequence of 
scenes belonging to the reference layer is displayed in scene display area 
70b and a sequence of scenes at a layer positioned one layer below 
belonging to a scene selected by an operator from the scenes displayed in the 
reference layer is displayed in scene display area 70c. A desired scene is 
selected from the scenes displayed in the scene display area 70b and 
processing (copy, move, divide and merge) to be applied to said scene is 
specified. A tree structure part of the selected scene is transformed 
according to the specified processing. 

[0034] A menu title shown in Fig. 10 is displayed (S1 1) when the button 
number is three (S3). As one of the items in the menu title is selected (S12), 
a command corresponding to the selected item executes (S13 to S22) and the 
action terminates when an area outside the menu title is pointed. 
[0035] As shown in Fig. 10, editing commands to copy, delete, move, divide 
and merge scenes are provided in this embodiment In practice, these 
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processes are achieved by manipulating the tree structure data which 
describe motion pictures in hierarchical manner. 

[0036] An explanation is given below, based on an actual editing operation. 
First, in order to select a scene to be edited, vertical and/or horizontal scrolling 
is performed in the scene display area 70b so that an icon of the target scene 
to be edited is made visible. Next, a cursor is moved onto the displayed 
scene icon and selection is made by pressing the button #1 of the mouse 40. 
After the target scene to be edited is selected, the menu title shown in Fig. 10 
is displayed by pressing the button #3 of the mouse 40. Then the cursor is 
moved onto a menu item and the button #1 of the mouse 40 is pressed to 
specify an editing command to be applied to the target scene to be edited. 
Similarly through the use of mouse 40, a storage location for a node being 
copied is specified when the copy command has been specified and a 
destination is specified when the move command is specified. 
[0037] As the editing commands perform processes to transform or rearrange 
the general tree structure data, transformation processes which correspond to 
each of these editing commands are described below. 
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